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ABSTRACT

In February and March of 1986, Butler County
Community College (BCCC), Pennsylvania, conducted a survey of Butler
County high school seniors tc determine student characteristics,
educational plans, influences on plans and colleqge choice,
perceptions of BCCC, and information sources. Surveys were
administered in class to 1,903 seniors in seven high schools. Study
findings, based on a 77% response rate (1,470), included the
following: (1) 97% of the respondents were white; (2) an average of
13% of the students' parents did not finish high school, 58% had
completed high school, and 29% had attended ccllege; (3) in regard to
grade point average, 15% of the students were in the 90 to 100 range,
45% were in the 80 to 90 range, and 37% were in the 70 to 80 range;
(4) 817 of the students planned to attend college full-time after
graduation, 279 did not plan to attend college, and 182 were
undecided; (5) 173 students listed BCCC as their first choice for
college attendance; (6) the majority of the seniors from all high
schools indicated that they had learned .. ‘thing about BCCC through
the radio or newspaper; (7) parents and other relatives were the most
significant influences on students' future plans; and (8) low cost
and closeness to home were the most popular characteristics of BCCC.
Survey responses by high school and the survey instrument are
included in the study report. (LAL)
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SURVEY OF 1986 BUTLER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

Completed by:
Lisa Olszak-McClaine




TABLE I, A-G

Survey of 1986 Butler County High School Seniors
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

Survey Questions #1-5, 19 and 20

Table I illustrates, by individual school, the senior graduation plans
based on whether they plan to work, go to the armed services, attend a community
college, attend a four year college, are undecided or have chosen "other."
With this as a basis, a comparison to the student's sex, race, parent's educa-
tional background, student GPA and tcp radio stations and newspapers is made.

NOTE: Within each table the results may or may not add up to the total number
of students completing the survey. Thnis occurs because some students
may have checked more than one response or in some instances no responses.
For example, some students made two selections under race: "White and
American Indian." Additionally, some students made two selections under
"Parents' Educational Background."
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Table I-A

Butler High School
Comparison of Eraduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

Of the 754 seniors, 632 surveys were completed. As with all Butler County
high schools, Butler is predominantly white - 97% of the survey respondents
are White with 1% Black and all other races represented under 1% each.

The majority of seniors' parents have completed high school. Additionally,
many parents have compieted some college with a total of 41 through the graduate
degree level. The highest real number and percentage of college completers
are parents of students with graduation plans to attend a four-year college.
Of the 233 students in this category, 59 parents have a bachelor degree, and
an additional 29 have a graduate degree.

In regard to student GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the
80-90 range, with the majority of those represented by students caoosing to
attend a four-year college.

Lastly, WDVE, B-94, and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations,
with the Butler Eagle and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TAELE I-B

Karns City High School
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

Of the 121 seniors, 105 survcys were completed. These seniors are 97%
White, with 3% represented by the Asian or Pacific Islander race.

As with each of tne seven high schools, the majority of seniors' parentis
have completed high school. Additionally, many parents have completed college,
with five through the graduate degree level. The highest real number and
percentage of ccllege completers are parents of students with graduation plans
to attend a four-year college. Of the 27 students in this category, 9 parents
have a bachelor degree, and an additional 3 have a graduate degree.

In regard to student GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the
80-90 range, with the majority of those represented by students choosing to
attend a community college.

Lastly, B-94, WDVE and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations with
the Butler Eagle and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TABLE I-C

Knoch High School
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

Of the 225 seniors, 164 surveys were completed. These seniors are 97.6%
White, with Blacks ar~Z American Indians at 1% each and Asian or Pacific Islande -s
representing less than 1%.

The majority of seniors' parents have completed high school. Again, many
parents have completed college, with 11 through the graduate degree level.
The highest real number and percentage of college completers are parents of
students with yraduation plans to attend a four-year college. Of the 64 students
in this category, 12 parents have a bachelor degree and an additional 7 have
a graduate degree.

In regard to student GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the
80-S0 range, with the majority of those reprasented by students choosing to
attend a four-year college.

Lastly, WDVE, WYDD, and B-94 respectively are the top radio stations,
with the Butler Eagle and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TABLE I-D

Mars High School
Conparison of Graduation Plans vs. Bacl._ ound
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

0f the 162 seniors, 108 surveys were completed. These seniors are 99%
White with only one Hispanic and one American Indian.

The majority of seniors' parents have completed high school. Again, many
parents have completed college with seven through the graduate degree level.
The highest real number of college completers are parents of student with
graduation plans to attend a four-year college. Of the 50 students in this
category, ten have parents with a bachelor degree. Whereas, the highest
percentage of college complaters are parenis of students with graduation plans
to attend a community college. In this category, 4 of 25 have bachelor degrees.

In regard to GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the 80-90 range,
with the highest real number represented by students planning to attend a
four-year college (26 of 50) and the highest percentage represented by students
planning to attend a communily college (17 of 25, or 68%).

Lastly, B-94, WDVE, and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations with
the Butler Eagle and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TABLE I-E

Moniteau High School
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

0f the 130 seniors, 98 surveys were completed. These seniors are 100%
White.

The majority of seniors' parents have completed high school. Many parents
have completed some college, with only one completing a graduate degree. The
highest real number and percentage of college completers are parents of students
with graduation plans to attend a four-year college. Of the 30 students in
this category, five parents have a bachelor degree and one parent has a graduate
degree.

In regard to student GPA, the majority of students {42) claim to be in
the 70-80 range with the majority of those represented by the 25 students who
plan to work. However, 39 students claim to be in the 80-90 range, with the
majority of those represented by students plamrning to aiteid a four-year college.

Lastly, WDVE, B-94 and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations, with
the Butler Eagle and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TABLE I-F

Seneca Valley High School
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

Of the 354 seniors, 262 surveys were completed. These sc :iors are 97%
White, with 1.5% represented by Asian or Pacific Islander and 1.5% represented
by Other.

The majority of seniors' parents have completed high school. Many parents
have completed some college, 21 through the graduate degree level. The highest
real number and percentage of college completers are parents of students with
graduation plans to attend a four-year college. Of the 100 students in this
category, 27 parents have a bachelor degree, and an additional 11 have a graduate
degree.

In regard to GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the 80-90 rarge,
with the majority of those represented by students planning to attend a four-year
college.

Lastly, WDVE, B-94 and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations.
However at Seneca, the Pittsburgh Press rates first with the Butler Eagle coming
in second for top newspapers. In all other schools the Butler Eagle is most
popu.ar.
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TABLE I-6

Slippery Rock High School
Comparison of Graduation Plans vs. Background
Top Radio Stations and Newspapers

0f the 157 seniors, 101 surveys were completed. These seniors are 96%
White, with 1% represented by each the Black, Hispanic, American Indian, and
Other races.

As with all other schools, the majority of seniors' parents have completed
high school. Many parents have completed some college, 12 through the graduate
degree level. The highest real number and percentage of college completers
are parents of students with graduation plans to attend a four-year college.
0f the 40 students in this category, 13 parents have a bachelor degree and
an additional 10 have a graduate degree.

In regard to GPA, the majority of students claim to be in the 80-90 range,
with the majority of those represented by students planning to attend a four-year
college.

WDVE, B-94 and WYDD respaectively are the top radio stations with the Butler
Eagie and Pittsburgh Press representing top newspapers.
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TABLE 11

Comparison of A1l High School Seniors' Background
lop Radio Stations and Newspapers

This tabie prese s background informatior by high school, in the areas
of sex, race, parent's educational background and student GPA. Additionally,
top radio stations and newspaper results are summarized.

From a possible 1,903 seniors, 1,470 or 77% of the surveys were completed.
The completion rates by schools ranged from 64% t 87%. Of those who completed
the survey, 50% are male and 50% female. As would be expected from the results
in Table I, 97% of the respondents are White with less than 1% represented
by each of the other five racial categories (Black, Hispanic. American Indian,
Asian, or Pacific Islander, and Other.)

An average of 13% of the students' parents did not complete high school.
(The range of non high school completers was 9.5% - lowest and 26% - highest.)
A total of 58% of the parents have completed high school. This number includes
completion of a GED, when indicated. The remaining 29% of the parents have
had some college, with the majority of those obtaining a bachelor degree.

[n recarc to student GPA, overall, 15% are in the 90-100 range, with 45%
1n the 80-9 range, 37% in the 70-80 range and 20% in the 60-70 or below range.

Lastly, WDVE, B-94 and WYDD respectively are the top radio stations overall.
This order fluctuates from school to school, with these three stations remaining
at the top. The Butler Eagle is the top newspaper for all but one school.
where the Pittsburgh Press comes out on top. Overall the Butler Eagle is most
widely read.
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TABLE III

A11 Butler County High School Seniors
Plans to Attend Zollege. . .
Attitude Toward BCCC. . .
dow Students lLearned of BCCC. . .

The results of this table are taken dire..iy from questions 8, 9, 11,
14, 15, 16 and 17. Therefore, each question will be stated and a summary of
the results presented by question.

Question #8: "If you plan to go to college after high school will you attend
full-time or part-time?"

Overall, most students (817) indicated they would attend full-time. The
overall results also hold true for each individual high schcol. The next largest
group (279) indicated that they did not plan to attend college, while the third
group (182) are undecided and the smallest group (121) plan to attend part-time.

Question #9: “Have you heard about Butler County Community College?”

The largest group of students, 93% or 1,342, responded "yes," while 7%
or 94 responded "no." The largest percentage of "no" answers came from Mars
(10.4%), Slippery Rock (10%), and Seneca Valley (9.5%).

Question #i1: "If you plan to go to college, please list the colleges that
you are considering.”

173 students chose BCCC as their first choice.
28 students chose BCCC as their second choice.
26 students chose BCCC as their third choice.

Questions #14 and 15: 14. “How much have you heard on the radio about BCCC?"
15. “How Tuch have you read in the newspaper about
BCCC?

The overall results indicate that the majority of seniors have heard or
read "none" with "very little" as the second most popular choice. This trend
is consistent for each high school.

Questions #16 and 17: 16. “What do you believe the general attitude about
BCCC is at your high school?”
17. “What is your attitude about BCCC?*"

Overall students chose "Fair," "Good," "Poor," and "Excellent" in that
order. In a few of the schools, the order was "Good," "Fair,” "Poor," and
“Excellent."
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TABLE IV

A11 Butler County High School Yeniors
General Survey Information

Table IV presents the top choices to questions 6, 7, 10, 12, and 13.
The top five choices were listed for all questions except #10. (This question
only has the top four ‘ecause of the large gap between the choice ranked #4
versus the #5 ranked choice.) With each of the questions, the student could
mark as many choices as applied, with the choice selection ranging from twelve
in questions #6 and #13 to twenty-two choices in question #12. Again, as in
Table III, each question wiil be presented individually.

Question #6: “Which of the following have influenced you in making plans for
after high school?”

Top choices: 1. Parents and other relatives 973
2. Friends 585
3. High school teacher(s) 340
4. Financial situation 257
5. Colleqge student or graduate 208 |
|

Parents and relatives is surely the most significant factor, with each
of the next two falling proportionately from the number cne choice. This trend
is consistent for each individual high school.

Question #7: "What factors have you considered in choosing a college to attend
after high school?"

Top choices: 1. Cost 577
2. C(Close to home 574
3. Overall reputation of the college 564
4. Course offerings 564
5. Appearance of campus 386

Although these choices are the top five choices, as one might expect based
on the closeness of the results, the ordering of the choices vary from school

to school.




TABLE 1V (continued)

Question #10: “Which of the following do you think characterizes Butler County
Ccmmunity College?*®

Top choices: 1. Close to home 1,148
. Low cost 946
3. Transferability of courses to a four-year
college 502
4. Variety of courses 354

The first and second choices are obviously the most popular, and strongest
characteristics of Butler County Community College.

Question #12: "If you plan to attend a college other than Butler County
Community, why not Butler County Community College?”

Top choices: 1. Courses not offered in the field of my

interest 361
2. Too close 289
3. 1 want a greater academic challenge 267
4, No dorms 246
5. Not good enough academic reputation 237

As with question #7, the order of the top five choices varies from school
to school. No two schools have an identical ordering.

Question #13: “From which of the following have you obtained information about
Butler County Community College?"

Top choices: 1. Friends 554
2. Have no information 434
3. Parents and relatives 328
4. Visit to campus 302
5. High school counselor 225

It is interesting to note, that although parents and other relatives are
noted as having the most influence on student graduation plans (question #6)
most frequently students rely on peers for information. Parents and relatives
are the second choice for information.
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SUMMARY

Two of the questions which were not covered previously: #18, .f you are
planning to attend college, what field will you enter?" nd #21, "If friends
were to ask you to tell them about Butler County Community College what would
you say?" help summarize the results of the survey.

The Butler County high school seniors are interested in all fields of
study with no one area being most popular  Although, some fields were chosen
by more than one student, every major imaginable was represented.

Lastly, most of the comments al ut BCCC were positive with less than 5%
being negative. The most popular positive comments were that BCCC is & good
college, or good place to start, it is close to home and has a low cost. The
other most popular comment which was considered neither positive nor negative,
but of concern is that many seniors don't know anything about BCCC when asked
to respond to inquiries.

Overall, BCCC is viewed positively by students. It is considered a "Good
- Fair" college which is most popularly not chosen because courses are not
offered in the field of the student's interest. However, many students "want
a greater academic challenge" and believe that BCCC does not have a "good enough
academic reputation." They do not choose BCCC because it is "too close" and
has "no dorms."

This study highlights areas of strengths in BCCC's reputation, along with
other areas that may be considered or addressed for increasing the already
positive attitude of Butler County high school seniors.
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APPENDIX 1

Survey of High School Semiors

2
b
c. Hispanic

d. American Indian

e. Asian or Pacific Islander
f. Other

Parents Educational Background

a. Did not finish high school
b. High school graduate

c. Some college

d. Associate degree (2 yrs.)
e

f

Bachelor's degree (4 yrs.)
Graduate degree

What 1s Your High School Grade Average?
a. 90-100, A average
b. 80-90, B average
c. 70-80, C average
d. 60-70, or below, D or F average

what Do You Plan to Do After High School?
. MWork

Armed services

Attend a community college for career/vocational/technical program
Attend a community college as & first step toward a 4-year degree
Attend a 4-ysar college

Undec ided

Other

- anoe

Which of the Following Have Influenced You in Making Plans for After High
School? (Mark as many as apply)

a. High school principal

b. High school teacher(s)

High school counselor(s)

Athletic coach

Parents and other relatives

College admissions representative

Your financial situation

College student or graduate

Employer

Friends

Radio or newspaper

Other

-
. d
e
__f
—_
____h
1
I
I
1
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1.

-2-

what Factors Have You Considered in Choosing a College to Attend After
High School? (Mark as many as apply)

. Close to home

Away from home

High academic standards

Individual attention to students

Job placement program

Transferability of courses

Parent's choice

Where boy/girl friend s

Job possibilities where college is located

Cost

Availability of financial aid

Extra-curricular activities such as clubs, newspaper, art, music
Athletics

Appearance of campus

Consideration of your own potential, abilities

Course offerings

Quality of teaching

Overall reputation of the college

Friends go there

Other

LT

?u?APOSIdrh—:Oﬂonnv-

1f You Plan to Go to College After High School, Will You Attend Full-time
or Part-time? (Mark one)

a. I don't plan to attend college

b. Full-time

c. Part-time

d. Undecided

|

Have You Heard About Butler County Community College?
a. VYes
b. No

Which of the Following Do You Think Characterize Butler County Community
College? (Mark as many as apply)
Attractive campus

. Close to home
Migh quality of teaching

High academic standards

. Yariety of courses

. Fine overall reputation

. Other
If You Plan to 60 to College, Please List the Colleges That You Are Constidering
1st Choice
2nd Choice
3rd Choice .

39

Individual attention to Students
Transferability of courses to 4-year college
Academic counseling

Career counseling

Low cost

Availability of financial aid
Extra-curricular activities

T

B E =l =TO 40O
e e e o e e e e e




-3

12. If You Plan to Attend a College Other Than Butler County Community College,
Why Not Butler County Community College? (Mark as many as apply)

1 don't plan to attend college

Too close

Too far

Too expensive

Courses are not offered in the field of my interest

Scheduling classes 1s difficult

Not enough day classes

Not enough night classes

Not enough social life

Not good enough academic reputation

Classes are too demanding

Not enough sports

1 do not feel academically adequate

No dorms

Not enough extra-curricular sctivities

I want a greater academic challenge

Courses will not transfer easily

Too many old people

Not enough individual attention

1 was advised agafnst it

My friends don't go there

Other

CC PPN ITLHOVTOIR =M= TO-AQAHNOTS

13. From Nhich of the Following Have You Obtained Informaticn About Butler County
Community College? (Mark as many as apply)

. Have no information

Visit to campus

Admissions representative at the high school

Newspapers

Radio

College night programs

Catalogs, posters, billboards

High school counselors

High school teachers

Parents and relatives

Friends

Other

-— s = TR B QANT

14. How Much Have You Heard on the Radio About Butler County Community College?
(Choose one)
a. A great deal
. Some
c. Very little
4. None

15. How Much Hive You Read in the Netspapers About Butler County Community
College? (Choose one)

8. A great deal

b. Some

c. Very little

d. None
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16. .4hat Do You Believe the General Attitude About Butler County Community College
is at Ycur High School?
a. Excellent college

b. Good college
€. Fair college
d. Poor college

17. What {s Your Attitude About Butler County Community College? (Choose one)
a.  Excellent ~ollege

b. 6ood colleyw

c. Fair college

d. Poor college

1]

18. If You Are Planning to Attend College, What Field Wil) You Enter? (Nrite in
space below)

19. What Newspapers Do You Read Rugularly? (Write in space below)

20. What Radio Stations Do You Lis*en to Regular'y? (Write in space below)

21. 1¢ Friands Were to Ask You to Tell Them About Butler County Community College,
What Nould You Say? (Write in spa. below)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP IN COMPLETING THIS SURVEY

ERIC Clearinghouse for
Junior Colleges SEP 2 4 -
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